APPENDIX D
DILLON FIELD OFFICE FIRE MANAGEMENT PLAN

Background The Dillon Field Office is located in the
southwestern corner of Montana. It includes approxi-
mately 910,000 acresof BLM lands. Grasslandsand shrubs
arethemost common landcover categories. About 280,300
acres or 31 percent of the public lands are considered
grasslands. About 440,500 acres or 48 percent of thepublic
lands are considered shrublands. About 168,800 acres or
19 percent of the public lands are considered forestlands.
About 4,400 acresor lessthan 1 percent of the public lands
are considered riparian areas. The remainder of the areais
made up of barren areas such as exposed rock or badlands.

The Dillon Field Office contains 17 fire management
zones. It also contains ten WSAs (Ruby Mountains,
Blacktail Mountains, East Fork Blacktall Deer Creek,
Hidden Pasture Creek, Bell/Limekiln Canyons, Henneberry
Ridge, Farlin Creek, Axolotl Lakes, Centennia Moun-
tains, and Tobacco Root Tack on (Section 202)), and one
WA (Bear Trap Canyon). (See Map 5.)

Planning guidance The Dillon Management Framework
Plan (MFP) (1980) will be updated as necessary to
incorporate the fire management planning objectives and
guidance contained in this document and described bel ow.

Wildland fire suppression and rehabilitation guidance
common to all areas within the Dillon Field Office
boundaries. In addition to the state guidelines found in
Appendix A, the following resources or values will be
given further consideration as specified.

Cultural- Appropriate management responsesto wildland
fire on or near known cultura sites could include aerid
application of fire retardant (in areas where no rock art is
present), conditional fireline tactics such as the use of
natural barriers, hand constructed fireline and other
minimum suppression tactics. Use of earth moving
equipment would be considered on a case-by-case basis.
This process will consider resource values that could be
affected, expected fire behavior and how these affect the
escapefireanalysis. Staging areasand fire campswould be
placed outside these areas wherever possible. A Resource
Advisor will be on-site during project scale wildland fire
suppression and rehabilitation effortsto insure compliance
with the decisions and guidelines for the following areas
nominated as ACECs for cultura values: Maiden Rock-
Soap Gulch- Camp Creek; Badger Gulch- Bannack
Historic District; Clark Canyon; Ferruginous Hawk Nest
Areasinthe Sweetwater Basin Areg; VirginiaCity Historic
District; Axolotl Lakes, Madison River Corridor; East

Fork of the Blacktail; Sage Creek, Everson Creek; Muddy
Creek-Big Sheep Creek; Lima Reservoir; Centennial
Mountains and the Upper Centennial Basin Bald Eagle
Nest Areas.

Prescribed fire and other fuels management guidance
common to all areas within the Dillon Field Office
boundaries The following resources or values will be
given consideration in addition to the guidance found in
Appendix A. Prescribed fire may be amanagement tool to
be used on some BLM tracts to reach vegetation
management obj ectives. Specific useof prescribed firewill
be analyzed on a site specific basis through the NEPA
process.

BEAVERHEAD/JEFFERSON (A2) AND
MADISON VALLEY (A10)

Area description: The Beaverhead/Jefferson area is a
corridor of private agricultural land along the Beaverhead
and Jefferson rivers. The area includes approximately
937,524 acres (4 percent BLM, 11 percent state, and 85
percent private).

Wildland fire history: Between 1980 and 1999, federal
agenciesresponded to 25 firesin the Beaverhead/Jefferson
areawhich burned an estimated 4,568 acres. Average fire
size was 182.7 acres. Federal agencies have responded to
33firesinthe Madison Valley which burned an estimated
5,960 acres. Average fire size was 180 acres.

Interface: The majority of the population base of
Beaverhead and Madison Counties lives within these
areas. A large percentage of Beaverhead River drainageis
irrigated for agricultural crops. Asaresult, wildfirerisk is
normally low during the growing season. Some portions of
the Madison River drainage arealsoirrigated for crops, but
it contains more dry land areas susceptible to wildfire. It
also has a rapidly growing urban interface. However, no
priority interface areas with hazardous fuels buildup on
public lands have been identified in this area.

Area concerns and constraints; Fire is generaly not
desired due to large amounts of private land and rural
subdivisions.

Fire objective: Wildland fire is not desired due to large
amount of private land and agricultural production along
the Beaverhead and Jefferson rivers.
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WISE RIVER TOWNSITE (B17)

See Wise River Townsite description for the Butte Field
Office

BEAVERHEAD MOUNTAINS (B1)

Area description: This area runs along the Continental
Divideand contains primarily high el evation heavy conifer
fuel types. The areaincludes approximately 743,328 acres
(4 percent BLM, 2 percent state, 10 percent private, and 84
percent FS). BLM lands constitute a minor amount of
Federal ownership along the west side of the Big Hole
Valley.

Wildland fire history: Between 1980 and 1999, federal
agencies responded to 90 fires which burned an estimated
320 acres. Average fire size was 3.5 acres.

I nterface: Thetownsof Wisdom and Jackson arethemain
concentrations of housing and arein defendableareasfrom
wildfire. The remainder of the area is sparsely populated
with isolated ranch operations and associated out
buildings. Typical urban interface situations are uncom-
mon. No priority interface areas with hazardous fuels
buildup on public lands have been identified in this area.

Areaconcernsand constraints: Unplanned fireislikely
to cause negative effects. High recreation use due to
Continental Divide Trail, contains a Scenic Byway, and it
isawildlife migration corridor which provides important
security and hiding cover. This entire area provides
potential/occupied lynx habitat. The lynx Conservation
Strategy may modify or constrain salvage harvest and/or
prescribed fire to protect lynx denning habitat.

Resour ce objectives: Restore and maintain healthy forest
ecosystems with stocking density control.

Fire objectives: The use of fire as a management tool
would primarily be designed to reach vegetation
management obj ectives described above. Unplannedfireis
likely to cause negative effects. Prescribed fire and other
fuels management may be used to avoid or mitigate
adverse impacts of wildland fire.

BIGSHEEP/MEDICINE LODGE BACK
COUNTRY BYWAY (B4)

Areadescription: Thisareaisprimarily asagebrush/grass
fuel type. The area includes approximately 96,125 acres
(48 percent BLM, 6 percent state, 4 percent private, and 5
percent FS).
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Wildland fire history: Between 1980 and 1999, federa
agencies responded to 14 fires which burned an estimated
3,720 acres. Average fire size was 266 acres.

I nterface: Interface areas are mostly scattered ranches and
associated structures. TheMedicineLodgeinterfaceareais
realy two separate low priority interface areas with
hazardous fuels buildup on public lands. They have low
population density, low escaped fire potential, low to
medium potential for lossof life or property from wildland
fire, and relatively low community support for treating
hazardous fuels.

Areaconcernsand constraints; Unplanned fireislikely
to cause negative effects. This area contains high levels of
public usefor recreation and alargeamount of privateland.

Resour ce objectives: Maintain healthy grass/sagebrush
plant community.

Fireobjectives: Limit theuse of fireasamanagement tool
due to limited BLM ownership and heavy recreation use.
Unplanned wildland fireislikely to cause negative effects.
Prescribed fire and other fuel smanagement may be used to
avoid or mitigate adverse impacts of wildland fire.

CENTENNIAL (C7)

Area description: This area consists of open sagebrush/
grass with numerous wetlands. The south end contains
dense stands of conifers to the Continental Divide. North
end is sagebrush dominated foothills. Frequent past fires
have reduced sagebrush canopy cover in key winter range
areas. The areaincludes approximately 505,750 acres (27
percent BLM, 17 percent state, 38 percent private, 7
percent National Wildlife Refuge, and 9 percent FS). Italso
contains the Centennial Mountains WSA (27,691 acres)
which accounts for about one fifth of the BLM acreage in
this fire management area.

Wildland fire history: Federal agencies responded to 41
fireswhich burned morethan 7,800 acres. Averagefiresize
was 190 acres. Between 1980 and 1998 BL M responded to
10 fires that averaged about 410 acres.

Interface: Communities include Dell, Lima, Monida and
Lakeview. There are also ranches and outbuildings
scattered throughout the area. Two priority interface areas
with hazardousfuel sbuildup on public landsare L akeview
and AlaskaBasin. Lakeview isconsidered to have medium
population density, low to medium escaped fire potential,
low potential for loss of life or property, and medium
community support for treating hazardous fuels. Alaska
Basin has low population density, medium escaped fire
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potential, low potentia for loss of life or property, and
community support for reducing hazardous fuels is
unknown.

Areaconcernsand constraints: Lossof livestock forage
on adjoining private land, cultural concerns, implementa-
tion of the Gravelly Landscape Plan, and coordination with
Red Rock Refuge. This unit supports significant wildlife
use on seasona habitat and migrationa corridors. The
Centennial Mountains provide potential/occupied lynx
habitat. The lynx Conservation Strategy may modify or
constrain salvage harvest and/or prescribed fire to protect
lynx denning habitat. Significant interstate movement of
sage grouse, ek, wolverine, grizzly bear and wolf through
this area emphasi zes the need to maintain seasonal habitat
and travel corridors. Sagebrush habitat has been
substantially fragmented by private land vegetation
treatments.

Resour ce objectives: Resource objects are to maintain
healthy grass/sagebrush communities in the non-forested
areas. In the forested portion of the Centennial Mountains,
restore forest health conditions as outlined in the Gravelly
Landscape Analysis (GLA). Specificaly, the GLA stated
that 700 acres of aspen should be restored, and the drier
Douglasfir habitat types should be restored to a savannah
structure. In areas of extensive lodgepole pine, fire should
betheprimary meansof establishing ageclassmix. Inareas
of subalpine fir, treatment should emphasize areas where
thereisenough lodgepol e pineintermixed to restore earlier
sera conditions or where thereis sufficient whitebark pine
seed source to re-establish this important species.

Fire objective: Fire, subject to the constraints listed
above, isdesired to help manage the ecosystem. Fire/other
methods may be used to open dense timber stands in the
southern portion to move succession back to an early sera
stagewithincreased aspen growth and to reduce conifersin
riparianareas. Limit fireinthenorth portion of thevalley to
protect crucial sagebrush winter range.

BLACKTAIL MOUNTAINS (C5)

Areadescription: Approximately half the areaconsistsof
dense conifer stands at the upper elevations. The other half
is a sagebrush/grass fuel type. The area includes
approximately 34,564 acres (62 percent BLM, 13 percent
state, and 25 percent private). The Blacktail Mountains
WSA (17,497 acres) makes up about 80 percent of the
BLM acreagein this Fire Management Area.

Wildland fire history: Between 1980 and 1999, federal
agencies responded to eight fires which burned an
estimated 350 acres. Average fire size was 43.7 acres.

Interface: There is one ranch and severa “cow camps’
and outbuildings in the area. No interface areas with
hazardous fuels buildup on public lands were identified as
apriority.

Resource objectives: Mechanical forest management
treatments are incompatible with WSA policy guidance.
Low intensity fire (either unplanned or planned ignition)
may be used to reduce current stocking levels of
overcrowded conifer stands and re-establish earlier sera
conditions. The Blacktail Mountains are part of a larger
areaidentifiedinthe GLA. Resource andfire objectivesfor
grass/sagebrush are addressed in the Blacktail/Horse
Prairie section.

Fire objective: Fire, subject to the constraints listed
above, isdesired to help manage the ecosystem. Fire/other
methods may be used to open the canopy of dense stands of
conifers and to reestablish an earlier seral stage. Fire may
be used at the conifer/sagebrush interface to reduce
encroachment of young conifers into sagebrush on
approximately 1,500 acres/year. Fire may be used on up to
300 acres to restore decadent aspen stands to earlier
successiona stages and reintroduce Douglas fir savannah
structures.

TENDOY MOUNTAINS (C15)

Areadescription: Approximately 70 percent of theareais
sagebrush/grass fuel type. The other 30 percent of the area
has dense conifers. The area includes approximately
135,800 acres (41 percent BLM, 3 percent state, 8 percent
private, 48 percent FS). Hidden Pasture Creek WSA
(15,509 acres) and Bell/Limekiln Canyon WSA (9,650
acres) account for about 45 percent of the BLM acreage.

Wildland fire history: From 1978 to 1999, federal
agencies have responded to 13 fires which burned an
estimated 56 acres. Average fire size was 4.3 acres.

Interface: The are several ranches and outbuildings
scattered throughout the area. No interface areas with
hazardous fuels buildup on public lands were identified as
apriority.

Area concerns and constraints: Protect remnant stands
of Mountain Mahogany, protect scenic byway on west and
south ends. Portions of the Tendoy Mountains provide
potential/occupied lynx habitat. The lynx Conservation
Strategy may modify or constrain salvage harvest and or
prescribed fire to protect lynx denning habitat. The
presence of major elk winter and calving ranges, and sage
grouse breeding complexes and winter habitat emphasize
the need to protect sagebrush habitat and security cover.



Resour ce objectives: Maintain healthy grass/sagebrush
communities and restore forest health conditions in the
Tendoy Mountains.

Fire objective: Fire, subject to the constraints listed
above, may be desired to help manage the ecosystem. Fire/
other methods may be used on up to 500 acres to maintain
the current interspersion of habitat types. Fireis desirable
to restore Aspen and Bitterbrush communities.

BLACKTAIL/HORSE PRAIRIE (C6)

Area description: This area is primarily an open
sagebrush/grassfuel type. It contains small isolated timber
stands in low to mid elevation foothills. The areaincludes
approximately 663,700 acres (41 percent BLM, 19 percent
state, 39 percent private, 1 percent FS). The Henneberry
Ridge WSA (9,806 acres) accounts for less than five
percent of the BLM acreage.

Wildland fire history: From 1978 to 1999, federal
agencies have responded to 26 fires which burned an
estimated 14,300 acres. Average fire size was 548 acres.
An estimated 5 percent of the area has burned since the
early 1980s.

Interface: The town of Grant contains the main
concentrations of housing and isin adefendable areafrom
wildfire. Thetown haslow population density, escapedfire
potential isconsidered low, and the potential for lossof life
or property is considered low. Community support for
hazardous fuels reduction actions is considered low. The
remainder of the areais sparsely populated with isolated
ranch operations and associated outbuildings. Interface
situations are uncommon. Donovan Ranch was identified
as an interface area with low population density, low
potential for escaped fire, and low potential for loss of life
or property. Community support for actions to reduce
hazardous fuelsis unknown.

Area concernsand constraints. Adjoining private lands
limit fire management opportunities and require close
coordination and consultation with landowners. The Horse
Prairie area supports several major sage grouse breeding
complexes, antelope and elk winter habitat. Sagebrush
habitats also support several sensitive sagebrush-
dependant species. Significant areas of sagebrush habitat
have been fragmented, modified or converted by
vegetation treatments. Areas adjoining Beaverhead-
Deerlodge National Forest provide potential/occupied
lynx habitat. The lynx Conservation Strategy may modify
or constrain salvage harvest and/or prescribed fire to
protect lynx denning habitat.
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Resour ce objectives. Maintain existing grass/sagebrush
cover on public lands. Arrest the loss of this habitat to
Douglasfir encroachment whereitinterfaceswith Douglas
fir habitat types on sagebrush lands east of Interstate 15.

Fire objectives: Fire, subject to the constraints listed
above, may be used to help manage the ecosystem. Protect
sagebrush communities dueto high diversity of sagebrush-
dependant wildlife species.

SWEETWATER/RUBY (C14)

Areadescription: Approximately 70 percent of thisarea
is sagebrush/grass fuel type. The remaining 30 percent
consists of mixed conifer fuel type. The area includes
approximately 326,900 acres (27 percent BLM, 18 percent
state, 54 percent private, 1 percent FS). The East Fork
Blacktail Deer Creek WSA (6,230 acres) accounts for
about seven percent of the BLM acreage.

Wildland fire history: From 1978 to 1999, federa
agencies have responded to 26 fires which burned an
estimated 8,400 acres. Average fire size was 321.5 acres.
An estimated 25 percent of the sagebrush areas have
burned since the early 1980s.

Interface: The area is sparsely populated with isolated
ranch operations and associated outbuildings. Interface
situations are uncommon. No interface areas with
hazardous fuels buildup on public lands were identified as
apriority.

Area concerns and constraints. Limit fire in sagebrush
areas not being affected by Douglas fir encroachment.
Limit wildfire on the Blacktail Game Range in the
southeast portion of the area. Sagebrush habitats
supporting sage grouse breeding complexes, and sage
grouse and antelope seasona use have been fragmented
and modified by vegetation treatments in Sweetwater
Basin.

Resource objectives. Limit additional wildland and
prescribed fire in the grass/sagebrush vegetation type on
publiclandsfor thenext fiveyears. Useof fireintheconifer
vegetation types as opportunities permit would be
beneficial by creating earlier seral conditions in these
stands. NOTE: Gravelly Landscape Analysis objectives
across al public lands in the Ruby Mountains
recommended treating 400 acres of aspen, 6,600 acres of
sagebrush/year, and 1,000 acres of grass, all over 10 years.

Fire objectives: Fire, subject to the constraints listed
above, may be desired to help manage the ecosystem.
Protect sagebrush communities due to high diversity of



APPENDIX D

sagebrush-dependant wildlife species. Limit the amount of
fire on public grasslands (primarily composed of
sagebrush) due to past fires and sagebrush control on
private and public lands.

TOBACCO ROOT MOUNTAINS (C16)

Areadescription: Public landsin this unit are primarily
ontheoutsidefringe of the Tobacco Root Mountain Range.
Approximately 50 percent of this area is sagebrush/grass
fuel type. The remaining 50 percent consists of mixed
conifer fuel type. Theareaincludesapproximately 296,200
acres (11 percent BLM, 2 percent state, 30 percent private,
57 percent FS). The tobacco root tack-on (Section 202)
WSA contains 860 acres which accounts for less than 3
percent of the BLM acreage.

Wildland fire history: From 1978 to 1999, federal
agencies have responded to 42 fires which burned an
estimated 1,800 acres. Average fire size was 42.5 acres.

Intermix: Thetown of Pony and growing subdivisionsare
relatively common al ong the east and southern flanks of the
Tobacco Root Mountains. Theseare commonly intermixed
with public lands. Interface is also increasing on private
lands along the the Tobacco Root Mountains. South
Meadow Creek and Strawberry Ridge are interface areas
near the Tobacco Root Mountains. South Meadow Creek is
considered to have low population density, medium
escaped fire potential, low potential for loss of life or
property, and medium level of community support for
hazardous fuel reduction actions. Strawberry Ridge is
considered to havelow population density, low to medium
escaped fire potential, low potential for loss of life or
property, and medium level of community support for
hazardous fuel reduction actions.

Area concerns and constraints: Limit fire along the
south and east borders dueto devel opment of subdivisions.
Major elk and mule deer winter habitat surrounds much of
this unit on public and private lands. Maintaining seasonal
habitats and security cover is a concern. Portions of the
Tobacco Root Mountains provide potential/occupied lynx
habitat. The lynx Conservation Strategy may modify or
constrain salvage harvest and or prescribed fire to protect
lynx denning habitat.

Resour ce objectives: Reintroduction of fire is desired
aong thewest flank of the Tobacco Root Mountainswhere
Rocky Mountain Juniper and Douglas fir are encroaching
and beginning to dominate both riparian areas and former
grass/sagebrush areas. Forest health issues such as
overstocked stands and associated | oss of vigor would also
berectified by use of mechanical thinning and recycling of
nutrients by fire.

Fire objectives. Fire, subject to the constraints listed
above, may be desired to help manage the ecosystem. Fire/
other methods may be used to restore dense timber stands
to earlier seral stages and to open dense juniper stands,
particularly in riparian aress.

GRAVELLY MOUNTAINS (C9)

Areadescription: Public landsin this unit are primarily
on the Northern fringe of the Gravelly Mountain Range.
Approximately 30 percent of this area is sagebrush/grass
fuel type. The remaining 70 percent consists of mixed
conifer fuel type. Theareaincludesapproximately 626,600
acres (6 percent BLM, 3 percent state, 14 percent private,
77 percent FS). The Axolotl Lakes WSA (7,804 acres)
accounts for about one-fifth of the BLM acreage.

Wildland fire history: From 1978 to 1999, federal
agencies have responded to 52 fires which burned an
estimated 1,500 acres. Average fire size was 28.3 acres.

Intermix: The Alder Gulch Historic Mining Districtliesin
the area’s northern portion and there is increasing
subdivision activity along the eastern portion of the area.
Summit-Alder Gulchisconsidered to have mediumto high
population density, low to high escaped fire potential, low
to medium potential for loss of life or property, and
medium level of community support for hazardous fuel
reduction actions.

Area concerns and constraints: These areas could be
difficult to defend in a magjor wildfire event due to the
prevailing wind direction. Significant elk and mule deer
seasonal habitat and winter ranges occur in thisunit, along
with increasing use by grizzly bear and wolf. Locations of
gamerangesand winter sagebrush habitat. Areasadjoining
Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest provide potential/
occupied lynx habitat. The lynx Conservation Strategy
may modify or constrain salvage harvest and or prescribed
fire to protect lynx denning habitat. As a result of these
concerns specific fire suppression decisions or prescribed
fireopportunitieswill bemade on acase-by-casebasiswith
management staff input via a Resource Advisor.

Resour ce objectives: These are a direct outcome of the
Gravelly Landscape Analysis completed in September
1999. These vegetation objectives are recommendations
for al the public ownership and are the direct outcome of
Desired Future Condition of vegetationtempered by public
input over a 3 year process. Both fire and mechanical
treatments could be used to achieve the following
objectives across al public ownerships over a ten year
period: 1) Restore 4,400 acres of Aspenl/year, 2)Restore
Douglasfir savannah, multiple age lodgepol e pine classes
and promote whitebark pine in the subalpine fire habitat



typegroup, and 3) Maintain amix of sagebrush age classes
through time by treating 2,800 acres/year.

Fire objectives: Fire, subject to the constraints listed
above, isdesired to help manage the ecosystem. Fire/other
methods may be used to restore dense timber stands to
earlier seral stages and to open dense stands of conifers.

EAST MADISON (C8)

Area description: The areais primarily the foothills on
the west slope of the Madison Mountain Range. It consists
of ascattered grass/timber fuel type and is characterized by
steep terrain and topography. The area includes
approximately 391,100 acres (3 percent BLM, 2 percent
state, 33 percent private, 62 percent FS). The mgjority of
the BLM ownership isin the northwest portion of thisarea
inthe Beartrap Wilderness Area. Theremaining BLM land
isin the southwestern portion of the areaand are scattered
tracts intermingled with larger private land and Forest
Service lands. The Bear Trap Canyon WA (6,000 acres)
makes up 54 percent of the BLM acreage in this area.

Wildland fire history: From 1978 to 1999, federal
agencies have responded to 70 fires which burned an
estimated 8,000 acres. Average fire size was 114 acres.

I nter face/inter mix: Interface with privatelandsishighin
the east portion of the Madison Valley. However, no
interface areas with hazardous fuels buildup on public
lands were identified as a priority.

Areaconcernsand constraints. ThelLeeMetcaf andthe
Bear Trap WSAs restricts the use of mechanical
earthmoving equipment. Dueto the configuration of BLM
lands with other ownerships and the generally “flashy”
fudls, useof prescribed “natural” fireisextremely difficult.

Fire objectives. Fire, subject to the constraints listed
above, may be desired to help manage the ecosystem. Fire/
other methods may be used to restore dense timber stands
to earlier seral stages and to open dense stands of conifers.

SE FOOTHILLSPIONEERS (C13)

Area description: The area is south of the Pioneer
Mountain Range. About 70 percent consists of a scattered
grass/timber fuel type and the remaining 30 percent is
conifer type consisting mainly of Douglasfir, juniper, and
limber pine. The area includes approximately 220,500
acres (46 percent BLM, 6 percent state, 32 percent private,
16 percent FS). The Farlin Creek WSA (1,139 acres) is
adjacent to the 93,859 acre Forest Service East Pioneer
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proposed wilderness. The Farlin Creek WSA accounts for
only one percent of the BLM acreagein the area.

Wildland fire history: From 1978 to 1999, federd
agencies have responded to 30 fires which burned an
estimated 803 acres. Average fire size was 26.7 acres.

I ntermix: Thetownsites of Argentaand Polarisaswell as
growing subdivisionsare found withinthearea. Argentais
considered to have medium population density, low
escaped fire potential, low potential for loss of life or
property, and medium level of community support for
hazardous fuel reduction actions. Birch Creek is aso an
nearby intermix area that is considered to have low
population density, medium escaped fire potential, low
potential for loss of life or property, and an unknown level
of community support for hazardous fuel reduction
actions.

Area concerns and constraints: A FS wilderness
proposal in the northern part of the area may influence
suppression efforts. Major elk and mule deer winter habitat
surrounds much of this unit on public and private lands.
Maintaining seasonal habitats and security cover is a
concern. Portions of the Pioneer Mountains provide
potential/occupied lynx habitat. The lynx Conservation
Strategy may modify or constrain salvage harvest and or
prescribed fire to protect lynx denning habitat. Sagebrush
habitat on the south end of the unit supports sage grouse
breeding and winter. Past sagebrush treatments and habitat
fragmentation have reduced habitat availability and
suitability. As a result of these concerns specific fire
suppression decisions or prescribed fire opportunities will
be made on a case by case basis with management staff
input via a Resource Advisor.

Planning guidance: Specific vegetation goals and
objectiveswere developed inthe PLA (Pioneer Landscape
Analysis).

Resour ce objectives: On Federa lands, the restoration of
25 percent (or 9,000 acres) of Douglas fir savannah,
reduction of 1/3 or 2,000 acres of Douglas fir
encroachment into sagebrush, restoration of aspen,
Mountain Mahogany and riparian communities were all
objectives outlined in the PLA.

Fire objectives. Fire, subject to the constraints listed
above, may be desired to help manage the ecosystem. Use
fire/other methodsto limit the encroachment of Douglasfir
into existing sagebrush stands, to restore and improve
stands of aspens (especially in drainages), and to change
dense Douglas fir stands back to savannah type
communities.
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Prescribed fires and other fuels management: Coordi-
nate with the FS and private land owners (permittees) to
use prescribed fires and mechanical treatments to meet
PLA objectives.

MCCARTNEY/ROCHESTER (Cll)
Also see Butte Field Office

Area description: The area is east of the Pioneer
Mountain Range. About 70 percent consists of a scattered
grass/timber fuel type and the remaining 30 percent is
conifer type consisting of Douglasfir, juniper, and limber
pine. The area includes approximately 274,000 acres (43
percent BLM, 5 percent state, 36 percent private, and 16
percent FS). The area is also characterized by numerous
roads from past mining activities.

Wildland fire history: Between 1978 and 1999, federal
agencies responded to 64 fires which burned an estimated
2,280 acres. Average fire size was 35.5 acres. Prescribed
fires have been used on 2,000 acres in the McCarthy
Mountain area since the 1980s.

Interface: This area contains isolated ranches, the
community of Glen, and several fishing-related commer-
cial operations.

Area concerns and constraints: The Humbug Spires
WSA restricts the use of mechanical equipment. Fire
management should be coordinated with the Forest
Service. Protection of cultural resources (mining rel ated)
and private property requires careful consideration and
consultation. The protection of mining-related cultural
resources and private property are also concerns.

Resour ce objectives: Maintain/enhance lodgepole pine
communitiesfor avariety of size and age classes and stand
structure. Protect the wilderness character of Humburg
Spires WSA.. Objectiveswould be similar to the Southeast
Foothills where aspen, Douglas fir encroachment and
Mountain Mahogany opportunities permit.

Fire objectives. Fire, subject to the constraints listed
above, may be desired to help manage the ecosystem.
Prescribed fire/other methods may be used to limit conifer
encroachment into the McCarthy Mountain area.

Wildland fire suppression and rehabilitation:

Special areasandwildernessstudy areas: Thereareseveral
areas within the McCartney/Rochester area that will
receive specia attention. The Humbug Spires WSA
restricts the use of mechanical equipment. These areas
have high resource values including cultural, relic,

vegetation, high visual and scenic values and/or historic
attributes. A Resource Advisor shall assist the Incident
Commander in making suppression decisions. Intensive
fire suppression techniques, especialy the use of heavy
equipment, shall be carefully analyzed prior to being
committed.

Forestry: Salvage harvest would not be allowed within the
Humbug Spires WSA.

Prescribed fires and other fuels management:
Prescribed fire and other fuels management strategies are
appropriate to reduce hazardous fuels and meet other
resource management objectives. Coordinate with the
Forest Service to use prescribed fires and mechanical
treatments to meet Pioneer Landscape Plan objectives.

BIG HOLE RIVER CORRIDOR (C3)
Also see Butte Field Office

Area description: About 50 percent consists of open
sagebrush/grass parks. Another 45 percent is Douglas fir.
Mountain mahogany is scattered throughout the area
occurring on steep-rocky south and west facing slopes.
Much of thisis overtopped by Douglasfir. The remaining
5 percent of the area contains drainages dominated by
lodgepole pine. The area is characterized by steep
topography and close proximity to the highway. The area
includes approximately 50,400 acres (14 percent BLM, 3
percent state, 16 percent private, 67 percent FS). The area
is also characterized by numerous roads from past mining
activities.

Wildland fire history: From 1978 to 1999, federal
agencies have responded to 34 fires which burned an
estimated 463 acres. Average fire size was 13.6 acres.

Interface/intermix: Both individual home site develop-
ment and subdivision activity areincreasing. No interface
areas with hazardous fuels buildup on public lands were
identified asapriority.

Area concerns and constraints: Steep topography and
proximity to the highway and private land limits
suppression options.

Resour ce objectives. Objectives would be similar to the
Southeast Foothills where aspen, Douglas fir encroach-
ment and Mountain Mahogany opportunities permit.

Fire objectives. Fire, subject to the constraints listed
above, may be desired to help manage the ecosystem. Fire/
other methods may be used to limit the encroachment of



Douglas fir into open sagebrush parks and areas of
mountain mahogany.

NORTH RUBYS (D12)

Areadescription: Consistsof dense standsof Douglasfir.
Terrain is very steep. The area consists of approximately
26,800 acres in the Ruby Mountains WSA (100% BLM).

Wildland firehistory: Nofireshavebeenreportedinthis
area. However, forest mosaic stands indicate a history of
multiple stand replacement fires.

Interfacelintermix: There is little interface within the
Ruby Mountains WSA. Private agricultural and forest
lands surround the WSA aong the southeast border.
Agricultural land, much of which is irrigated during the
growing season, surrounds the rest of the BLM lands

Area concerns and constraints: Fire control would be
difficult due to poor access and steep terrain. Watershed
damage and erosion could be concerns with large fires.

DILLON FIELD OFFICE PROPOSED FMP

Resour ce objectives: The GLA recommended restoring
200 acres of aspen over 10 years, restoring 2,000 acres of
sagebrush being lost to Douglas fir encroachment and
restoring Douglas fir savannah stands by killing the
competing understory of conifers.

Fireobjective Generaly fire/other methodsare desired to
open dense conifer stands and to reduce heavy fuels.

Prescribed fires and other fuels management:
Prescribed fires/other methods may be used to open dense
conifer stands and reintroduce Douglas fir savannah
structures.

Hazardous fuels reduction plans. Hazardous fuels
reduction plans will be developed to reduce the risk of
wildland fire near private lands especially along the BLM/
private boundary in the southern and southeastern portion
of the area.

V egetation: Prescribed burning will be used to enhancethe
growth and vigor of certain speciesandto maintain specific
vegetation communities. Maintain and promote park-like
stands of mature conifers with mixed grass understory
vegetation.



